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were accorded to his predecessors in the days when Panda
was an independent kingdom.1
In Bastar, a native State in the Central Provinces of
India, a temporary or mock king is still annually appointed
to replace the real king or Rajah for nine days. The oc-
casion is the great autumnal festival of the Dasahra, which,
we are told, " is doubtless the autumn Saturnalia and cele-
brates the return of fertility." * According to another ac-
count, " the Dasahra festival probably marks the autumnal
equinox and also the time when the sowing of wheat and other
spring crops begins. Many Hindus still postpone sowing the
wheat until after Dasahra, even though it might be convenient
to begin before, especially as the festival goes by the lunar
month and its date varies in different years by more than a
fortnight. The name signifies the tenth day, and prior to
the festival a fast of nine days is observed, when the pots of
wheat corresponding to the gardens of Adonis are sown and
quickly sprout up. This is an imitation of the growth and
sowing of the real crop and is meant to ensure its success.
During these nine days it is said that the goddess Devi was
engaged in mortal combat with the buffalo demon Mahisasur
or Bhainsasur, and on the tenth day of the Dasahra she slew
him. The fast is explained as being observed in order to
help her to victory, but it is really perhaps a fast in con-
nection with the growing of the crops. A similar nine days'
fast for the crops was observed by the Greeks, Devi sig-
nifies ' the goddess J par excellence. She is often the tutelary
goddess of the village and of the family, and is held to have
been originally Mother Earth, which may be supposed to be
correct. In tracts where people of Northern and Southern
India meet she is identified with Anna Purna, the corn-
goddess of the Telugu country; and in her form of Gauri
or' the Yellow One' she is perhaps herself the yellow corn." s
" In the Bastar State this festival is elaborately observed
and the Hindu rites are grafted in an ingenious manner on
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